GEORGE THE THIRD
who deserved a better fate, I shall certainly now not think it safe for
him to continue in the command on the Continent, when every one
seems to conspire to render his situation hazardous either by pro-
pagating unfounded complaints against him or giving credit to
them. No one will believe that I take this step but reluctantly, and
the more so since no successor of note is proposed to take the
command.
As York's successor Pitt had in mind Charles, Marquis Cornwallis,
who had atoned for his failures in North America [he had capitu-
lated at Yorktown in 1781] by a brilliant career in India; and
although the Prime Minister has often been charged with making
a scapegoat of the King's son in order to save his own face it must
be remembered that York himself had let it be known that if
any objection ' were taken to his military command the Ministers
were on no account to defend him at their own expense.'
in the festered womb of war were planted the seeds of those
scourges which destroy the hope of warring peoples—insensate
slaughter of the nation's youth, unbearable burdens of taxation,
rising prices and scarcity of the necessities of life, the suppression
of opinions. Great Britain experienced all these evils in the
seventeen-nineties. The activities of the recruiting sergeants and
the horrors perpetrated in their infamous crimping houses in-
furiated townsmen and countrymen alike; the rapidly rising
scale of taxes, lightening as it did the purses of squires and
merchants, reacted upon the prices of commodities; the scarcity
of food drove men and women crazed with hunger to riot and
disorder; and the suppression of opinions was carried through
by a system of coercion, the like of which the country had not
known since the abolition of the Star Chamber and Court of the
High Commission.
The most damaging criticism which can be levelled against
Pitt's Administration is that it crushed with ruthless ferocity the
free expression of opinions. To-day the measures which were
introduced for this purpose seem so unnecessary: in the seventeen-
nineties, in the view of the Government, they were essential for
the safety of the State. In ministerial circles there was a fear that
a great underground conspiracy was on foot to overthrow the
Constitution by employing the same disgraceful methods as
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